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Welcome to SkillWise

At SkillWise, we work with adults with learning

4 disabilities in the wider Christchurch area to live
. full, connected, and independent lives. Whether
u u u ] . - o ) & you're looking to develop new skills, build

friendships, access community support, or
would like some support in your job search,

we're here to help!

We work alongside you to create a personal
plan that aligns with your goals—connecting you
to services, opportunities, and experiences that

support your journ r classes and activities
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Creative Space

We are a charity and creative studio space that removes
barriers to making art for people with learning disabilities
and other under-served community members. We foster

self-expression, celebrate creativity, and promote greater
inclusion in the arts.
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Through training, new experiences and connecting

with people, we play a role in people fiving the ife
they want. W focus on the individual and how the
might connect to a wide range of possibiities and the
community as a whole.

‘We faciitae options for people intraining, the arts,
volunteering, employment and recreation. And we.
encourage anyone with an inteliectal dsabiy between
the age of 16-64 years tojoin in. We o encourage
and whanau to paticpate in m
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Current Vacancies
Please find detais of our current vacancies below.

Glickon thefnks to dowrload mre nformation about our
avaiab positions and how to 3ppy.
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Current Vacancies
Please find details of our current vacancies below

Clck on thefnks to donrload mere nformation about our
avaiabie positions and how o 3pply
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variable hours
About us:
SkilWise is a dynamic and vbran communty organisation

passionate about making a iference in peopie’s ves. Based n
the centra cit, o two days are ever the same as we work
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people are valued as fll particpatingcitzens through work,
education and having fun!
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Y $22.70and 528.25 per hour dependent on relevant
it  qulfcaton. e hve regur upsnision

s Rt o s s otaon
sabilty both n the wider community andjor

Thisincludes group support and indvidual community based
support. Work s rostered weekly and can include 2 mixof
regular support and coveringfor 23 who are iy - hours re

A clear police vet i required for this e

Apply now:
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About the role:

feng s part ofthe wider SKilWis team, Communiy
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W weicome agpicants it ed exserience of ey
Pay rate s determined by MSD Pay Equiy schedule and s
currently 522,70 and 528,25 per hour dependent on relevant
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Training and Adult
Community Education

SkillWise is committed to supporting people in
training and education to increase knowledge, gain
el

mployment. There are:a number of ways in which
it o o o o
courses as well as a range of in-house options. This
includes our Training and Adult Community.
Education programme which is supported with Adult
Community Education funding.

Training & SR current
Education Y vacancies
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The old White Room website

‘The White Room Creative Space was developed in late 2014 in response
to agrowing need to foster and develop the creative talent of people
supported by SkillWise. With its own dedicated creative space, it has
become an exciting and successful place where artists can explore and
showcase their artistic potential.

The White Room advocates for the artists inclusion in contemporary arts
practice through supporting their art making participation in exhibitions
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The White Room Community Creative
Space

344 Manchester Street

Christchurch 8013

033620350

simon.gray@skillwise.org.nz

www.facebook.com/thewhiteroomchch

0
COMHUNITY

The White Room C

support & develop the creative scope of the people we support & to further
facilitate the SkillWise vision.

Individual Artists' Sales

= oo our Asage

Toke o ook below 10 vew s comprehensve cofecson
ofvwork by The Wiite Room Creste Spaca s, For

] LOOKING FOR AN ARTIST?
further nformaion abous purchssiog any arvrk s

g ek on disploy ot S, lesse corcact:

| Simon Grayon ph 021 88 53533 or-
simongray@skibse gt

The Whic Room Crestve Spoce s acated a¢ 44 Marchesee Siree, Chrisehurch

Art Cards
s12forsmodpackof4
Seethe sl blow
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SkillWise

Live the life you want-




The new SkillWise website

About Us Services Winter Semester Request to Join Contact Us

Community Support

Our Approach to Individualised Support

AboutUs Services Winter Semester Request to Join Contact Us

Welcome to SkillWise

Friendship Connections

Skils ~ Boundar

Eligibility for SkillWise
To join SkillWise, applicants must have
a learning or intellectual disability or a
health condition affecting
participation for at least six months.
They must live in New Zealand and
receive either the Supported Living or
Job Seeker benefit from WINZ.

After applying, they receive
confirmation and regular updates if on
the waitlist. When a space opens, a hui
is arranged. SkillWise aims to
collaborate with other services to
provide holistic support.

Complete our Request to Join' form

- Grants & Donatons
+Requestto Join
+whats hoppening?

~Contoct s

At SkillWise, we work with adults with learning
disabilities in the wider Christchurch area to live
full, connected, and independent lives. Whether
you're looking to develop new skills, build
friendships, access community support, or
would like some support in your job search,
we're here to help!

We work alongside you to create a personal
plan that aligns with your goals—connecting you
to services, opportunities, and experiences that
support your journey. Our classes and activities
bpeerly (HoaspRtatnBR MR bRESEs UnF
the people we work with, providing a space to

learn, grow, and engage with the community.

Join us in building a life that’s meaningful to you.

Keep reading about Skillwise

Healiny Rlatonships — Independon
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Skillwise

344 Manchestor Srost
Christchurch Cntral Clty
Chistohureh 8013
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Iearning to drive,or other everycay achiavements. Our supportis

6 you warc

How We Work With You
once you have joned stiwis,w start by
siting doun with you to understond your godis
This meeting s called o personal pan hui
(mesting), and helps us e what you want to.
work on. e then motch you with a Communty.
Faciitotor who has sklls and experience the
moteh your goal for sach gool you may work
with iferent Community Faciltotor.Some
examplos o what support moy look ke includes
f you want o stort woring out we might help
You choosa the best gy, connsct you with @
personal rainer,ond support you untyou buid
a egularroutine, Our imis 0 5UpPOTtyouto
feel confdent and gain s much independence
P—

Wanting to find a job? Find out
more about our Employment Support Team.
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Flexible Disability Support
clongside psople with Enabling Good tves
budgets. Along with indivicualsed support;
Skitwise i an organisation thot host funds. f
Skitwise hosts yourfunds, the el Disabilty
Support tsam il con support you vith
purchosing tems thot fit vwithin the government
quideines,and help you fve your oy to doy
good ife Thissenice aims to remove the admin
from you and you'e fomilyfwhanau, and give:
you more contrl overyour suppor

Joining Skillwise and What to Expect

To join SKilWise, you shouic:

urn of

bariers to participation ond inclusion.

-~ Balving in New Zecland, be @ Now Zealand citzen or o

Work and income (WINZ)

o

When s your turm we wil be in contact to organise an intial hui
(meeting) to see i SkilWise i right for you. Even if you join our
it that skitwise

provide quolity sUppOTt 10 you.

SkilWise

What this looks like:

Friendship Connections help you
strengthen existing friendships and
build new ones in a way that works for
you. Whether it's gaining confidence in
social settings, finding shared interests,
or expanding your social circle, we will
work with you to build these
connection, our support is flexible and
tailored for each connection.
Your Friendship Support Plan
When you join, we'll work with you to
identify the kind of connections you
are looking for, this could include:
- Support to join social groups or
activities
- Guidance on making and
maintaining friendiships
- Building confidence in social
situations
- Finding ways to stay connected
outside of Skillwise
our aim s to help you develop
meaningful connections and gain
greater independence in your social
fife.

~Grants & Donatons
+Whots naopening?

roctus

Friendship Connection Support:
At Skillwise, we know that friendships are
essential to living @ good life. Our Friendship
Connection service was created in
response to a survey completed by people
that attend SkillWise. hiahliahtina the
importance of social connection within our
community. The Community Connector
works alongside individuals that have
identified that they would like to make
connections, and support this to happen in
everyday places at everyday times.
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Skillwise

344 Manchastor st
envitenuren Contr
Chvitonurch E018




The new White Room website
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Kiaara and The Artists
welcome to The 3 ;

White Room 4 g Who funds us
Creative Space

The Whits Room Creative Space is  dvision of disabilty savices

 charityand creatie tuio space tht emoves.
ar for peos

o
o

onations and a portion of art sales via our social enterprise
makes up therest of our funding. Ths s an area of income
generation that we are working t 70w n support of
sustainabily.

Artwork S e e

spotlight el e

Locstion

WINZ takes it all by Isaac Tait The White Room

Instagram
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How have we improved accessiblity?

Our original websites were riddled with a variety accessiblity issues, with a lack of fine
control over the design of it (Silverstripe). Since launching our new websites
(Squarespace) we have addressed several of these issues, with more improvements to
come in the next year.

* Ensuring buttons and links have sufficient size and spacing
for touch accessibility.

L= = * High-contrast text compared to the background.

* Dark mode browsing on our SkillWise website, with easy to understand
information seperated into their own blocks.

About us

Who we are * Easy navigation with only a keyboard.
Who funds us

Our staff team
Our impact

IMAGE ALT TEXT

e LT * Alt text added to images on the website.

Describe !
and SEO.



Plans to continue improving accessiblity?

Our initial drive to renew our websites focussed primarily on renewing the outdated
content. But we will continue to integrate using our websites across the organization to
spread news of events and what’s going on at SkillWise, avoiding other methods like
Facebook that involve people we work with to create an account.

e Adding other options to “read” the website,
) such as audio descriptions.

‘o]  Conducting usability tests with individuals who have disabilities.
0 Q Especially researching into symbols vs photos.

Sports Classes

nton In| Cricket

e Improved displaying of our on-site classes.




Who have been affected?

Our new websites will enable us to work better with future learners, and better support
those currently enrolled in our service.

us know if you would like to set up a payment plan.

Open Studio Sessions

Term 1 Week 12 - White Room Open Studio Morning Session

Term 1 Week 12 - White Room Open Studio Afternoon Session

Term 1 Week 12 - White Room Open Studio Morning Session

Life Skills

Cooking Basic Money Skills

When:

Skill
About SkillWise

* Artists are able to book themselves in on certain days,
further enabling their independence and allowing our
White Room space to open to community members.

* Now that we refresh our classes every 6 months,

the website will allow us the freedom and platform to

help our learners make informed decisions about what classes
they want to enrol in with the important people in their life.

 Now that our information is up to date, future people who
may be interested in receiving support can now be well
informed whether SkillWise is a good fit.



What have we learned?
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Skill

Welcome to SkillWise

At SkillWise, we work with adults with learning
disabilities in the wider Christchurch area to
live full, connected, and independent lives.
Whether you're looking to develop new skills,
build friendships, access community support,
or would like some support in your job search,

we're here to help!

We work alongside you to create a personal
plan that aligns with your goals—connecting
you to services, opportunities, and
experiences that support your journey. Our
classes and activities are shaped by the
aspirations and interests of the people we
work with, providing a space to learn, grow,

and engage with the community.

Join us in building a life that's meaningful to

you.

o B skillwise.org.nz

NO4.diH8o%

Kia ora and
welcome to
The White
Room
Creative
Space

We are a charity and creative studio
space that removes barriers to making
art for people with learning disabilities
and other under-served community
members. We foster self-expression,
celebrate creativity, and promote greater
inclusion in the arts.

Learn more about us

@ E) thewhiteroom.org.nz

e Our main learning curve came
from innovating design that
worked both landscape and
portrait. Our websites are heavy
with information that is important
for visitors when deciding their
next steps, however most of our
visitors will be accessing via their
(low-end) phone, so prioritizing the
mobile experience was important,
without making too many
sacrifices for when the website is
viewed on larger devices.





